HE Gladstone re-

I gion and sur-

rounds will receive
$490 million this finan-
cial year alone as exten-
sive planning and spend-
ing is underway to
prepare Gladstone and
the Surat Basin for the
LNG boom, Premier An-
na Bligh announced.

“The multi-billion dol-
lar liquefied natural gas
industry offers incredi-
ble opportunity for
Gladstone and the Surat
Basin.

“My government is
determined to harness
that opportunity while
protecting the environ-
ment and liveability.

“We have learnt from
the experience in the Bo-
wen Basin that rapid
growth associated with
resource industries can
put pressure on com-
munities.

“That’s why we are do-
ing the planning and
working with local peo-
ple toensure this doesn’t
happen with LNG,” Ms

Bligh said.

The Premier said the
Sustainable Resource
Communities Policy
was one of the key plan-
ning measures to help
manage the LNG boom.

“This policy to boost
infrastructure in re-
gional and rural mining
communities has been
backed by a $100 million
fund. $37 million has
been provided for pro-
jects in Central Queens-
land and $23.6 million
for the Surat Basin.

“We've also an-
nounced an Urban Deve-
lopment Area for Glad-
stone. Located at
Clinton, it's the first
UDA outside of Bris-
bane. The site contains
about 230 lots which will
provide diverse and af-
fordable housing.

“Another example of
our forward thinking is
the Port of Gladstone
Western Basin Master
Plan which maps out the
future for part of Glad-
stone’s industrial hear-

Gladstone will receive $490 million ahead of LNG program

tland over the next three
decades. We're spending
$30 million to acquire a
land corridor to accom-
modate LNG pipelines
to Curtis Island.

“To help identify so-
cial infrastructure
priorities, a study is be-
ing done in collabora-
tion with Gladstone Re-
gional Council - the
Social  Infrastructure
Strategic Plan for Glad-
stone.

“We need to train
thousands of workers
for the new coal seam
gas and LNG industries,
and to help achieve this
we've announced the
$10 million CSG-LNG In-
dustry Training Pro-
gram in partnership
with industry:.

“l have also recently
announced the Surat Ba-
sin Future Directions
Statement - a strategy to
produce comprehensive
plans for preferred set-
tlement, transport,
housing affordability,
social impact, economic
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strategy, and workforce
development in the Su-
rat Basin.

“While this planning
will result in significant
additional spending to
help manage the LNG
boom, my government is
already delivering with
$490 million committed
to projects for the Glad-
stone region,” Ms Bligh
said.

This includes:

J Job generating in-
frastructure (includ-
ing transport)

Over $160 million com-
mitted for job generat-
ing projects including
$8.1 million to develop
the Stanwell to Glad-
stone Infrastructure
Corridor, more than
$27 million towards gen-
eral work around the
Port of Gladstone, and
$1.2million for a new
Transport customer ser-
vice centre in Gladstone.

J Education and
skills
$7.1 million for a pur-
pose-built Roma Energy
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Training Facility to ca-
ter for skilling for the
LNG Industry. A further
$1.79 million to upgrade
TAFE facilities at Roma,
Gladstone and Biloela to
assist with the manage-
ment of additional train-
ing requirements as a
result of growth in these
regions and $6.9 million
under the Trade Train-
ing Centres program to
help young people in
these regions gain rele-
vant vocational skills.

4 Community (in-
cluding housing and
social infrastructure)
$7 million for communi-
ty spending including
$856,000 for the Glad-
stone South Community
Hub, more than $250,000
for a support service for
young people, and
$893,000 to help with liv-
ing arrangements for
adults with a disability.

J Health
Additional funding in-
cluding $3.3 million to
complete the co-location
of the community-based
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Premier Anna Bligh.

health and mental
health services to the
Gladstone Hospital site
and $82,000 for Chronic
Disease Indigenous
Health.

“We are supporting
the Gladstone and Surat
communities with de-
tailed planning and in-
frastructure programs
so that they can derive
all the benefits that flow
from the LNG boom
without undue pres-
sure,” Ms Bligh said.



