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IT will be a complex document to
deal with numerous planning issues
facing Gladstone region, from lack of
commercial/industrial land to wheth-
er to encourage growth in the villag-
es that have limited water and sewer-
age infrastructure.

About 20 people attended a com-
munity consultation meeting at the
Gladstone Entertainment Centre last
night where the Gladstone Regional
Council outlined what needs to be
addressed in its draft planning
scheme, yet to be drawn up.

The council has a planning dis-
cussion paper, “Our Place, Our Plan”,  the meeting attendee said.
out for public comment until August Another attendee said they feared
13. Clinton ULDA would be “tomorrow’s

Last night’s meeting provided slum”,
attendees the opportunity to raise Mr Betts said the council was en-
issues ranging from the lack of com- couraging all Gladstone region resi-
mercial/industrial land; cost of head- dents to voice their concerns or put
works on top of land prices of forward what they would like to see
$180,000; issues surrounding pro- in the plan.
posed 250 square metre allotments; Residents can put in electronic
building heights; lack of planning for submissions through the council’s

.com.au

from 250 square metres to 640sq m.

Council’s Strategic Planning man-
ager Doug Betts said he expected
there would be two to three-storey
dwellings going on 250sq m lots.

He said the walls of the dwellings
would be so close together, heat
would be reflected into neighbouring
buildings, yet people were being told
to design houses to capture breezes.

One meeting attendee said by the
look of the plan presented at the
meeting, people would be able to
reach out their window and touch
their neighbour’s wall.

“We will never have affordable
housing in Gladstone because it costs
too much for infrastructure, let alone
paying $180,000 for a block of land,”
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Key to new skilled labour is
to generate more positions
for apprentices in the region

By KIERAN MORAN
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AS the Gladstone region and
local industry grows, the need
for skilled labour has become a
priority.

One of the main priorities for
local industry is to train the next
generation into apprenticeships
so the workforce remains strong.

This Saturday, The Observer is
publishing a guide to apprentice-
ships in Gladstone now and into
the future.

If your business needs an
apprentice or is thinking of
employing one, then this feature
is for you.

QAL managing director Phil
Campbell said employing ap-
prentices was of long-term bene-
fit for both QAL and the Glad-
stone community.

“As one of the state’s largest
apprentice employers, QAL is
committed to providing youth in
the region with viable employ-
ment opportunities through the
apprenticeship program,” Mr
Campbell said.

An apprenticeship or trainee-
ship is a training contract be-
tween an employer and an em-
ployee in which the apprentice
or trainee learns the skills need-
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apprentice trainer Brad Richardson, right.

ed for a particular occupation or
trade.

“Apprenticeships at QAL
provide our people with not just
skills and a trade, it also pro-
vides an environment in which
to grow and develop both perso-
nally and professionally,” QAL
apprentice training supervisor
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Brad Richardson said.

“To be an apprentice is to be
mentored, to learn over time
through real life experience and
to build relationships with those
who have passed on their skills.”

“QAL is proud of our tradition
of providing apprenticeships,”
he said.
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