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The State Government is spending milllons on infrastructure to get Gladstone ready for the LNG

boom

City prepares
for LNG boom

State Government opens its purse to get
Gladstone ready for explosive growth

Y the end of this

financial year, the

State Government

will have spent
almost half a Lillion dollars
in and arourx Gladstone,
preparing the region for the
LNG boom

Premier Anna Bligh sald
the spendimg would be guld-
i by the Jessons learned in
masaging the explosive
growth of the Bowen Basin

“We need to truin thou
sands of workers for the pew
coal seam gas and LNG in-
dustries and to help achieve
this we've announced the $10
milion CSG-LNG Industry
Troining Program in part
nership with industry,” Ms
Bligh suid.

“I have also recently an
nounced the Surat Basin
Future Directions Statemoent

a stratogy to produce com
prebensive plans for pre-
ferred settlement, Lransport,
nousing affordability, 2octal
tmpact, economic strategy,
nnd workforee development
in the Surat Basin

“While this planming will
resalt in significant addition-
al spendding to help manage
the LNG beom, my govern
ment k= already delivering
with million commisted
to projects for the Gladstone
Region and sarrounds In the
P08-10 budget alone

“We have learnt from the
experience in the Bowen
in that rapid growth
ussociated with resource
industries can put pressure
an communities.

“That's why we are doing
the planning and working
with locals to ensure this
doesn't happen with LNG.”

The projects include Job

generuting infrastructure
Uncluding transport), educa
tion and skills, commumity
{including housing and soctal
infrastructure) and health

Graduates learn on the job

NOTHING compares to
practical experience, which
is why an increasing aum-
ber of companies in the
resource Sactor are in-
troducing graduate place-
ment programs

These programs allow
recent university gradustes
to move from study to
employment, whilo broa-
dening their experience
and skills under the super-
vision of an experienced
mentaor.

Macmahon Holdings, one
of Austrabia's leading con-
struction and contract
mining companies, offers
such 8 program, with grad-
uate mning engineer Jack
MacDiarmid saying the
program had seen him gain
experiance in a wide range
of situations

*Having comgleted 10
months underground at
Diympic Dam in a full range
of rales, including nipper:
Ing, service créw, truck
drodng and charge up, |

maonths as part of the Esti-
mating and Technical Ses-
vices team in the Brisbane
arca, where | was imvobved
In contract tenderng and
site support

“Recently, | have moved
10 the Argyle Diamond
Ming, o block cave project
still in its early and vory
challenging stages,

“Where some emplayers
promise underground time
to meet shift-boss and
manager ticket require-
ments, often the minimum
is offerad, with graduates
rushed through in an effort
to get them back in the
offsce.” he said,

“This is definitely not the
case with Macmahon —
gradustes become an
Integral part of the crew
and are tregted as o valued
mamber of the fabour
force.”

Macmuohon's graduate
Program encompassos
Givil, mining and machan:
ical engineering, as well as

gained a good understand

ing of high speed develop-  plines.
ment in a large ming,” Jack For more information,
said visit www.macmahon.
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