INSIDE: Aged care in crisis: Special report by Kerri-Anne Mesner — P. 5 jllll‘ll‘"“ml|‘|'|l‘||'“

000000000000

OB S ERVE We live her

www.gladstoneobserver.com.au Thursday, April 29, 2010 $1
B o C  —————————————————— e e I

Gladstone teen sneaks ol
about schoolyard hullying-P 3

20,000 homes
in 20 years -

How will our
region cope?

- Kieran Moran crunches the numbers, P.3 |||Sl|ew




Gladstone on the brink of a housing shortage

KIERAN MORAN

s kieran moran@gladstoneobserver.com.au

GLADSTONE is on the brink of a
housing shortage in which the gap
between supply and demand is
growing larger every day.

The Gladstone region pop-
ulation is expected to double by
2030 with approximately 50,000
more people making Gladstone
their home.

Estimates show that to accom-
modate the population influx,
approximately 20,000 homes will
need to be built throughout the
Gladstone region over the next 20
years. X 4

This would mean 1000 homes
will need to be built per year to be
able to accommodate the pop-
ulation.

On average, Gladstone current-
ly builds about 500 homes a year,
s0 how will Gladstone cope with
such demand?

Gary Scanlon from the Glad-
stone Economic and Industry
development Board (GEIDB) said
Gladstone might see a change in
the way accommodation is provid-
ed.

“Rather than the traditional
housing arrangement, accommo-
dation will be handled by a mix of
accommodation, which is prob-
ably high-density accommodation,
traditional suburban accommoda-
tion and other urban renewals.”

The Queensland Master Buil-

CAPABLE: Craig Price from Coastal Homes believes builders will meet demand.

ders Association Regional Manag-
er for Central Queensland, Tom
Mammenm said builders would be
more than capable.

“Some builders have capabil-
ities to build 250 houses a year
and smaller companies will tender
for the extra work,” Mr Mammen
said.

“It would not be unusual for the
average builder to build 10 to 15
houses per year.”

Builder Craig Price, from Coas-
tal Homes, said builders should be
able to keep up.

“If we are talking a thousand
houses a year then builders
should be able to keep up. Howev-
er, whether resources and land
development can keep up and
whether council can help push
through the development of the
land so we can have land to build
on will be a big issue.”
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100,000 people by 2030

Influx of 50,000 people.
20,000 houses needed over 20
year period.

1000 homes built per year. -

Tradies will
need extra
skill for boom

By KIERAN MORAN

Nieran Moran@gladstoneobserver com a

MORE than 1000 homes per year
will need to be built to meet Glad-
stone's population boom by 2030.

This has raised fears the housing
boom and shortage will, just as the
Federal Government’s failed in-
sulation scheme did, attract dodgy
builders and trades people.

The Queensland Master Builders
Association regional manager for
Central Queensland Tom Mammen
said Gladstone would experience an
influx of builders.

“The industry needs to step up a
bit and people in the industry will
need to upskill and become project
managers so they can actually
manage the influx of not so highly
skilled tradespeople,” Mr Mammen
said.

“The workforce will be broad and
be brought in from a wider area and
project managers need to cater for
that and help reduce instances of .
poor workmanship.

“Because there are going to be
less trades people available, people
need to upskill and improve on
their people management skills and
site foremen need to incorporate
that into their business structure to
compensate for that,” he said.
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